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ü If you have a placename, check Meyers 
Ortslexikon: a gazetteer of the German Empire 
in 1912. 

ü It identifies virtually every place, even hamlets 
and individual houses.  

ü But in Gothic script and heavily abbreviated!  

ü The commas and semi-colons are particularly 
significant!  

ü Meyers is on ancestry.co.uk but the explanation 
is in the introduction in German & Gothic 
script!  





ü Ahrenfeld  Kr. Hameln, D., Pr. Hann., RB.Hann., 
Kr. Bkdo. Hameln, AG. Lauenstein, StdA. P 
Grossoldendorf , E 4,7km Osterwald ; 174 OE., T. 

 

ü Ahrenfeld  in Kreis Hameln, a village in Prussian 
Province of Hannover, Regierungsbezirk 
Hannover. The Kreis and district military office are 
in Hameln.  The Court is in Lauenstein. The 
Standesamt and Post Office are in Grossoldendorf .  
The railway is 4.7km away in Osterwald . The 
population is 174 and there is a post and telegraph 
office. 



ü Prussian Provinces of East & West Prussia, 
Pommerania (part), Posen, Silesia and 
Brandenburg (part) are now in Poland, Russia 
or Lithuania.  

ü Virtually all placenames were changed. 

ü A useful site to find the new name is 
www.kartenmeister.com  based on a 1905 
gazetteer.  It provides the current and previous 
names, provinces; population in 1905 and the 
different parishes and Standesamts. 

http://www.kartenmeister.com/


ü Each state had different laws on keeping records. 

ü But as records are held locally you do not need to 
look too far.  

ü Civil Registration started at different times: 1790s 
to 1876 ð and Austria not until 1939!  

ü Useful records not the same as in UK and vary 
locally.  

ü Helps to learn some German! 

ü German script too is a problem but can be 
overcome! 

 

 




